Chloride was excreted to the amount of 0-2 per cent. on October 6. 0-2 ,, ,
Recurrent Swelling of the Left Hand. By E. I. SPRIGGS, M.D. FEMALE, aged 18. In November, 1907 , the fingers of the left hand swelled up " like a chilblain," and the swelling spread to the back of the hand. She sought advice at a hospital, and the hand was treated with electric baths, but without effect. In February, 1908, the fingers and hands were of a blue-pink colour, cold, and tense. The skin became pale on pressure, the colour returning immediately, and the tissues showing considerable resilience. Pitting only occurred on prolonged pressure. The skin was not thickened, but the movements of the hand were imiuch restricted. The patient was well nourished but pale, and she had suffered from anmemia two years before. The hand was occasionally the seat of a painful, burning sensation, brought on, she said, by exposure to cold. Treatment by supporting the hand, miiassage, and iron for one mlonth did no good, and red areas with some destruction of the skin appeared. The patient was then treated for three weeks with sodium salicylate. On March 20 a mixture containing 20 minims of the spirit of nitrous ether was given three times a day, and about this time, when the weather was getting warmer, improvement began. On April 3 the sore places were nearly well, the swelling so much reduced that, except for the snmooth round fingers, the hand was very much like the other. On April 24 a dose of one to two drops of solution of trinitrin was substituted for the spirit of nitrous ether. The improvement continued, and on May 29 the hand was well. It swelled again a little a few days later, but had returned to the normal by June 11. On Novenmber 13 she came again with the original condition, the hand having remained well in the five months' interval. In the hope of procuring a more rapid improvement than before, thyroid extract is now being given, beginning with 1 gr. a day, and now increased to 21 gr. night and morning. No benefit can be traced at present, and the treatment with nitrites will probably be resumed. The case appears to be allied to the condition described as acrocyanosis, or possibly to be an aberrant form of erythromelalgia. The patient does not appear to be hysterical. A sister of the patient, aged 12, sought advice because " her face went blue," and it was thought that her heart was affected. She was found to be subject to attacks of blue fingers on both hands. No other member of the family is known to have had any affection of the kind. 
